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Doubleday. 


Maurier, Daphne. The King’s 


Miss Maurier has varied the standard formula for 
historical romance only one respect—her heroine 
cripple and neither marries nor consorts with the hero— 
but otherwise all the usual paraphernalia are present—in- 
trigue, hidden rooms, war, exile, scheming villainy and 
heroic sacrifice. scene Cornwall and Devon 
17th Century England when Parliament and the Stuarts 
were locked the throes England’s last major Civil 
War. The historical character about whom the story 
built Sir Richard Grenvile (sic!), the King’s General 
the West England. 


Honor Harris was still young girl when her family first 
became entangled with the illustrious Grenviles North 
Cornwall through the marriage her brother Kit 
Gartred Grenvile, evil and scheming villainess the tale. 
Even that tender age she was repulsed the evil 
Gartred but learned little the rest the family save 
for acquaintance with the gentle and courtly Bevil. 
When Kit died Gartred, after trifling with Robin, Honor’s 
favorite brother, married Mr. Denys her quest for 
power and wealth. older sister Mary married 
Jonathan Rashleigh and went live Menabilly. Ata 
ball her eighteenth birthday Honor first met Richard 
Grenvile, unpredictable, cruel, haughty, proud, egotistical, 
wilful but brilliant soldier. wooed her tempestu- 
ously and secret and, after she had fled him when 
her family attempted wed her Edward Champer- 
nowne, finally won consent marry her. While visiting 
the Grenvile’s shortly before the ceremony hunt was 
staged during which Honor was injured, through Gartred’s 
fault, and condemned for the rest her life wheel 


chair partial paralytic. Because her love for 
Richard she broke the engagement and married Lady 
Howard, attempt improve his fortunes. Betty 
and Dick were the offspring this marriage which later 
foundered because Richard’s cruelty. For long years 
Honor cut herself off from Richard, adjusting the role 
maiden aunt and family councillor. 


Then came the Civil War and the battles during and 
escape Roundhead invasion Cornwall early 
Honor went Menabilly and there Richard re- 
turned her life. The old relationship was resumed 
immediately with Richard unquestionably treating Honor 
his beloved and she accepting. From then the story 
Richard’s exploits and failures the war raged 
through Devon and Cornwall. efficient but 
brutal soldier and could have saved the King’s cause had 
not antagonized his own party his overweening 
desire command and direct. His record one trouble 
and difficulty with but few successes. Through all 
Honor clung him, sacrificing her good name follow- 
ing him from camp camp and doing her best restrain 
his violence and pride. She captured but later released 
when Menabilly looted the Puritans. For time she 
shelters Richard’s son Dick for whom Richard has only 
contempt. Finally Cromwell smashes the Royalists and 
Richard flees France from whence returns lead 
uprising which betrayed Dick. revenge 
forces Dick die the secret room Menabilly while 
flees Holland with his daughter Betty. 


The King’s General slightly different from the usual run 
romances and competently done with the usual 
Maurier charm and smoothness style. Though the 
author’s treatment her two main characters quite 
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sympathetic yet she never quite realizes their full poten- 
tialities and there remains always tinge the mechani- 
cal their actions. general the book not objection- 
able and the relationship between Honor and Richard 
never seems beyond the level proximate occasion 
sin though times the ambiguity the author’s treat- 
ment such allow different interpretation. But 
cruelty, Richard’s unnatural vengefulness toward his son 
and Gartred’s general immorality, especially her affair 
with Ambrose Manaton, when added the general theme 
give book whose subject matter renders suitable 
only for adults though with great degree recom- 
mendation. 


* 


Davis, Kenneth Soldier Democracy. 
Dwight Eisenhower. 


1945. 566p. $3.50. 


The author this gripping piece literature frankly 
aware the hazards involved attempting the biography 
living personage; picture can’t seen whole with 
ones’ nose pressed against the canvas. Accordingly, Ken- 
neth Davis’ balanced portrait Eisenhower feat 
calling for grateful commendation. Although, sure, 
little but good said the General, the reader will put 
down this carefully written account with the comfortable 
conviction that least has glimpsed man rather 
than some impeccable paragon trumped the imagi- 
nation tub-thumping enthusiast. 


Biography 
Doubleday, Doran. Nov. 29, 


Satisfying room the first part the book devoted 
the remarkably realistic story boy’s childhood spent 
the warm confines tight little Kansas family thriving 
the wrong side the tracks. Dwight’s uneventful 
youth interestingly narrated through his hardly out- 
standing West Point days (61 was his graduating order) 
and the disappointing months the First World War, 
spent the wrong side the ocean; too good the 
training men, had been kept out combat service. 
The world’s second great war came test the virtues that 
had been quietly fostered down the years; the appoint- 
ment man, albeit innocent actual field fighting 
experience, direct the European theatre operations 
proved wise one. Ike deserved command for 
had schooled himself obey. 


The salient character traits the great general under fire 
are clearly indicated Mr. Davis’ story. First there was 
his adaptability and happy capacity for breaking restrictive 
precedent. “The War unprecedented,” was Ike’s an- 
swer raised eyebrows the occasion his startling 
request for naval aide (Harry Butcher); the move 
the Chief’s mind was symbolize the close co-ordination 
forces that became the Eisenhower passion Europe. 
There was his genius for overriding national and racial 
differences; painstakingly stressed every turn the 
nature the European war effort. Cairo widened 
Eisenhower’s powers, but the Supreme Commander came 
look upon his extraordinary creation, SHAEF, pat- 
tern for the future guaranty international peace and 
co-operation. There was his ability learn experi- 


ence, typified continental France his graceful bow 
the Gaulle flair for the force fait accompli. 
Above all there was the equanimity and courage that 
loneliest men, the leader, the spot for crucial 
The reader will taken with the high sus- 


decision. 


Best 


pense infused into the author’s reports these moments. 
The African invasion was preluded the disappointing 
Scottish coast master exercises. “But then,” said Ike, 
never learn anything from perfect exercise. You 
only learn from bad ones—and this one was surely bad 
enough scare the boys into trying harder.” drama 
weather reports and probabilities preceded D-Day off 
Normandy. 


Quite naturally, Kenneth Davis’ document something 
more than the story single individual; students the 
history our times will find the book greater value 
regarding the War the West than many volume 
recent vintage treating that subject professedly. The 
reader will entertained with the frank sketches 
number the recent war’s oddities, from George Patton, 
whose interior the author saw battle ground between 
the love glory and the fear Fear, Britain’s pic- 
turesque Montgomery. The mysterious General Giraud 
analyzed length, although most will deny the justice 
accusing him fascism merely because extolled 
order and lamented France’s declining birth rate! Davis 
rightly concludes that the Supreme Commander’s skill 
dealing with these personalities tribute Eisenhower, 
the “Human Engineer”. The author has written de- 
tailed account the North African French political 
delivers number telling raps the State Depart- 
ment’s devious and equivocal policy that culminated 
the Darlan deal and bade fair make goat out 
Eisenhower. The diplomatic side the African cam- 
paign gave the lie the assumption that the war was 
purely ideological conflict. way exonerating his 
hero’s part the African political muddle refreshing 
hear the author point out defect the Eisenhower 
make-up. makes the point that the General 
historian (and showed obsession for the subject 
his high school days) representative the military 
school rather than the ideological political persuasion. 
frontier pragmatist from Kansas, the General was out 
his depth African politics. Davis, apropos, wisely 
condemns the pragmatic stress defeat American 
education. 


Mr. Davis’ Soldier Democracy offered every Ameri- 
can seriously anxious know what was done and how 
was accomplished. 
Frank Fadner, 
University Scranton 


* * * 


Fine, Benjamin. Democratic Education. Crowell. Dec. 


18, 1945. $2.50. 


Democratic Education has almost exclusively with 
the colleges and higher education. Mr. Benjamin Fine, 
the education editor the New York Times, begins his 
book describing two philosophies higher education 
locked deadly struggle. The author equates one, the 
“Hutchins-Barr” philosophy, with Educa- 
tion” something essentially anti-vocationalistic 
acter, and the other, the “Dewey” philosophy, with 
“Democratic Education” which pro-vocationalistic 
character. Lest the reader not impressed this al- 
leged conflict, the author states: “It indeed serious 
struggle, not merely academic tempest campus 
teapot. The future career millions young Americans 
are stake” (p. 2). 
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Having thus oversimplified and reduced two, the-under- 
lying philosophies higher education, the author pro- 
ceeds demonstrate his theory educational struggle 
copious quotations from catalogs and other sources. 
medieval and colonial times, course, there was con- 
test because vocational needs were not complex they 
have become following the industrial revolution. Early 
the nineteenth century the struggle begins emanci- 
pate the colleges from the classical tradition the me- 
dieval pattern. This described under the heading “Col- 
leges Come Age” (p. 27). The chapter “Growth 
Democratic Education” describes the efforts develop 
more practical courses studies and make education 
available the masses (p. 34). 


Then successive chapters are discussed such topics as: 
Land Grant Colleges; Growth Higher Education; Edu- 
cation Before Pearl Harbor; The Aristocratic Wing (of 
Education); Traditional Education—The Main Stem; 
Democratic Education Practice—The Land Grant Col- 
leges; The Progressive Wing (of Education). 


The next two chapters discuss the education Veterans. 
Under the heading “Colleges Prepare for the Veteran”, 
there has been collected together many novel proposals 
from some the advance college programs for veterans. 
the composite, makes bizarre picture which some 
readers may not realize diluted and tempered with 
reality the individual The chapter “What 
Veterans Want from Colleges” based 
survey “covering more than five thousand service men 
who have returned the campuses” (p. 41). makes 
startling revelations—service men are finding difficult 
adjust themselves studies, they not wish 
segregated college classes, the vast majority them 
prefer practical and technical courses, they divide almost 
equally the desirability accelerated programs. 


“Let’s Ask the Parent and the Student” the title an- 
other chapter which based surveys. This followed 
chapter “Colleges Prepare for the 
the chapter entitled “Aristocratic Democratic Educa- 
tion” the opening theme the book again touched 
upon. The final chapter, “Higher Education for 
develops what really the implied message the book— 
that somehow other al] young men and women should 
college, college where admission requirements 
will not important, where they will not “flunked 
out”, where they can shop around and have “practical 
courses”, stay long they like and possibly qualify for 
some kind degree. 


one man’s opinion, least, this superficial, barrel- 
thumping book the worst Sunday-supplement tradition. 
educational potpourri that strives sensational 
but labors the most obvious points and illogical much 
its reasoning. Furthermore, badly organized its 
presentation subject matter and maddening its re- 
curring repetitions. contribution educational 
literature because will not help clarify thinking 
present any worthwhile ideas. Had not the writer agreed 
submit review the book would have thrown 
aside before many pages had been turned. The fact that 
did dutifully labor through the book, reason why 
should recommend others. 

Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 

Augustinian College, 


Washington 17, 


Mallon Privitera 


189 
Mallon, Paul. The Ease Era. Wm. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co. 1945. 119p. $1.50. 


The trouble with much American education today and 
basic cause much the inconsistency American 
life too ready acceptance the doctrine unin- 
hibited freedom expression. says Mr. Mallon this 
collection twenty-two short essays which created 
flood favorable comment when they first appeared 
his widely syndicated column. 


Pulling punches, Mr. Mallon scathingly rebukes Pro- 
gressive educators and lashes out all those who con- 
done the easy-way doctrines: easy learning, easy discipline, 
“ ° ” 
easy living. “They are guilty killing Democracy” 
says and proceeds point accusing finger the 
products Teachers College, Columbia University, New 
York, the leading advocates the Ease Era. 


Politicians and Progressive educators have been seeking 
superficial cures the form larger funds for greater 
recreational facilities stem the nation’s growing menace, 
juvenile delinquency. There only one effective cure: 
discipline. Discipline must reestablished the home 
and the school. Children’s impulses must curbed, 
and the place start the home. Our problem, says 
Mr. Mallon, make parents realize their responsibility 
this regard; must preach family discipline, bring 
discipline back into the schools, and put teeth into our 
program ousting the soft pedagogy which has made 
teachers fearful using punishment even when necessary. 


The public large must awakened demand along 
with restoration discipline, restoration sound 
scholastic standards. Children must taught that noth- 
ing worthwhile life ever achieved the easy way. 
Scholastic demands must raised for pupils superior 
intelligence. For those average ability, Democracy de- 
mands offer them the utmost which they are cap- 
able, while those least educable should handled 
either separate classes separate schools. Mr. Mallon 
offsets the standard objection ability grouping stating 
that “what their little minds think about such classifica- 
tion not half important this nation the mainte- 
nance scholarship for those able learn. This country 
cannot sacrificed its mental 


The American public should grateful for this clear, 
hard-headed analysis the evils Progressive education. 
And many teacher will feel like throwing his hat against 
the sky sees print what has been saying under 
his breath for years, “You cannot educate you are per- 
mitted merely coddle the ‘poor dears’.” 

Urban Fleege, Ph.D., 

Instructor Education, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Privitera, Joseph The Latin American Front. Bruce. 


Dec. 1945. 212p. $2.25. 


his introduction this book, the author states that 
“because our decision live with our southern neigh- 
bors basis mutual co-operative friendship, the 
United States committed the task helping them 
realize this promised development”. his concluding 
pages, sounds more doleful note, the effect that 
have this time lost sight the main objectives 
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the Good Neighbor Policy and have allowed deteri- 
orate into instrument expediency. Whatever the 
eventualities, and trust that they will the basis 
expanding “mutual co-operative friendship”, Dr. 
Privitera deserves high commendation for having provided 
this book thoroughly competent, constructive insight 
into the basic problems Latin America well those 
inter-American relationships. This obviously 
“quickie” written after two weeks’ flight from hotel 
lobby hotel lobby, but the product keen study and 
human appreciation the problems involved. 


Writing before the end World War II, the author con- 
siders Latin America “front” the same serious 
character the Pacific front and the European theatre 
war, but with the strategy holding citadel peace. 
The book divided into three sections basic considera- 
tions: the psychological, the economic, and the political 
front. Avoiding encyclopedic tabulation facts and 
statistics, but exhibiting wide range reading Latin 
American literature well contemporary American 
reactions the scene, the author endeavors analyze 
the divergencies the culture Latin America with the 
outlooks the United States, and indicates the adjust- 
ments mentality and objectives that must made 
common progress made. 


probably honest analysis both the psycho- 
logical front Latin America and the characteristic atti- 
tudes and objectives North American business that the 
book offers its most distinctive contributions. Funda- 
mnetally, the cultural differences are reduced well 
springs the Hispanic character and the Catholic faith 
the one hand and the Puritan—capitalistic, Protestant 
heritage the other. The encounter the two 
increasing acceleration leads the author the significant 
forecast that “if Catholics America are not interested 
saving Catholicism the lands the south, the 
turn the century, much Latin America will 


the economic front, the increasing penetration 
American interests regarded irresistable factual 
development. the same time, with constant emphasis 
the theme “mutual co-operative friendship”, the 
book devotes special chapter “The Puerto Rican 
Scandal” terrific object lesson American Im- 
perialism, which must corrected our advance 
harmony with the lofty idealism announced for the 
Good Neighbor Policy conform with elemental 
human decency. 


The controversy over wages the Bolivian tin mines 
1942 adduced with scant credit American interven- 
tion the affair; and various spokesmen American in- 
dustry and commerce, including Mr. Eric Johnston, Mr. 
Nicholas Roosevelt, and General Robert Wood, head 
Sears, Roebuck and Company, are quoted passages 
indicative unconverted “big stick” mentality. 
the other hand, stress laid upon the need for positive 
guarantees for foreign investments and honest dealing 
the part Latin American governments, American 
capital, which now totals three billion dollars, forty-two 
percent all United States direct investments abroad, 
remain tied Latin American enterprise. 


the political front, specific analysis made Argen- 
tina, whose national psychology the author sees 
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sembling our own many ways. Unfortunately, does 
not enter into the current political upheavals that coun- 
try, venture any predictions which might have added 
the value his work. Brazil under Vargas, whose 
regime viewed with far more sympathy than customary 
among the American journalists, given chapter 
“destined become the number two nation 
Western Hemisphere”. The evolution the Chilean 
Popular Front traced evidence the rising power 
the “forgotten man” Latin America: and Aprismo 
appraised for its significance concerted and concrete 
plan liberate the Indian Latin America 
economic slavery and bring him the benefits 
modern science”. 


summing his theme, Dr. Privitera emphasizes the 
necessity taking the common man into prime considera- 
tion any discussion action calculated effect eco- 
nomic hemispheric unity exploit the 
points out, must mean “better wages, food, health, educa- 
tion, and general well-being” for the masses; and only 
increased purchasing power the wide populace can 
prosperity and commerce advanced anything like 
full scale. pursuit this program, due credit given 
the contributions Mr. Henry Wallace and Mr. Sum- 
ner Welles, under the direction President Franklin 
Roosevelt; and the five points outlined Under-Secretary 
Commerce, Mr. Wayne Chatfield-Taylor, his ad- 
dress the National Foreign Trade Council New York 
City, the spring 1942, are held the exemplary 
basis international development with these objectives 
mind. 


the author’s optimism somewhat dampened recent 
instances official and unofficial blundering and our 
apparent support reactionary and anti-democratic gov- 
ernments Latin America “for the sake expediency”, 
still believes the American people capable under- 
standing the issues stake and bringing pressure 
bear for the fulfillment justice. This book may rec- 
ommended enthusiastically manual enlightenment 
these fundamental issues Latin America and the 
legitimate role the United States the promotion 
hemispheric unity. 

James Magner, 

Catholic University America, 


Washington, 


* * * 


Cronin, John Economic Analysis and Problems. Ameri- 
can Book Company. Dec. 1945. $3.75. 


From the technical standpoint the present reviewer 
tentatively rather enthusiastic about Father Cronin’s 
“comprehensive introduction modern economic 
say “tentatively”, for only the college professor who has 
actually used text the classroom for couple 
semesters able appraise its usefulness pedagogic 
tool. may possibly argued some, for example, 
that Father Cronin hasn’t paid enough attention the 
pedagogic “tricks the other words, that 
has written series connected essays rather than 
workable handbook for the uninitiated and sometimes un- 
interested college student. Others may criticize the au- 
thor’s somewhat novel arrangement material. These 
and similar questions, however, ought properly dis- 
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cussed—as they will be, course—in the several scientific 
journals the economics profession. Personally should 
say that Father Cronin has done very creditable job 
summarizing the best latter-day economic theory within 
the framework rounded and realistic description 
existing economic practices. His unobtrusive use the 
hearings and monographs the Temporary National Eco- 
nomic Committee and similar governmental studies and 
reports extremely well done, and his bibliographical 
notes are superb. The general reader will thankful for 
the inclusion several chapters which are not 
found the standard college text—chapters contend- 
ing economic philosophies, the social teaching the 
churches, and the history the Catholic Social Move- 
ment. His literary style consistently precise and ever 
much more readable than that many his fellow- 
economists. 


much for the technical side the book. The present 
reviewer much more concerned, however, with the au- 
thor’s over-all economic philosophy, presumably the 
readers this type magazine will also be. 


own feeling, based two very careful readings the 
text, this, that Father Cronin owes another book 
which will tie some the loose ends the present 
text and answer some the important questions which 
are implicit his present treatment the subject. 


principal difficulty comes down this. cannot 
reconcile Father Cronin’s concluding summary ency- 
clical teaching the subject competition with his 
earlier treatment competition throughout the main 
body the text. seems that his summary 
the encyclical doctrine competition almost the 
nature appendix without any perceptible integration 
with the rest the book. one could reasonably object 
this arrangement the body the text were exclu- 
sively analytical and descriptive. But any economist, 
Father Cronin included and his own admission, in- 
evitably injects philosophy into almost every page 
text-book and notably into his treatment the central 
problem competition. 


Allow more specific. the best under- 
standing, Father Cronin, the main body the text, 
subscribes the theory that competition should the 
normal directive principle economic life, subject only 
that minimum regulation and control necessary 
protect the general welfare. too progressive, far, 
content with the status quo the narrow sense 
the term. the contrary, some his criticisms exist- 
ing economic conditions will make the N.A.M. see red. 
But, the wider sense the term, presumably 
favor the status quo, for tells that “in the fol- 
lowing pages problems will treated within this frame- 
work capitalist economics, suggested 
which are not basically disruptive this [capitalist] set 
rules”. Competition, then, normally desirable the 
directive principle economic life. Competition, 
sure, must regulated—by legislation, education, 
anti-trust procedures, etc. summary, Father Cronin’s 
thesis differs little from that Hayek. 


But how this thesis reconciled with Father Cronin’s 
own summary encylical teaching competition, 
summary which admits that according Quadragesimo 
Anno “co-operation”, rather than competition, the 
normal directive principle economic life and (an abso- 
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lutely essential point) that this co-operation “should 
something more than attitude occasional prac- 
tice, should structural”. Pius says, must 
have new juridical and social order—not merely hoc 
regulation and control, but fundamental reconstruction 
economic life along the lines organized co-operation. 


not wish unfair Father Cronin nor would 
wish misrepresent his point view, but reluctantly 
led conclude that unconsciously departing some- 
what from the full theory Quadragesimo Anno for 
practical reasons. There are admittedly many serious 
obstacles the fulfilment the complete program the 
encyclical. But difficulties, however formidable and 
numerous, are not taken criticism the validity 
the theory itself—they are merely challenge our 
initiative and caution against doctrinaire and un- 
critical application the theory. Father Cronin had 
been content issue this sort warning, would not 
criticize his stand. But think does more than this. 
states the encyclical theory and recommends 
desirable. then warns (almost too pessimistically, 
you will) the danger applying the theory too hastily 
too uncritically. far, good. But then, throughout 
the main body the book, seems conclude, with 
logic that cannot follow, that regulated competition, 
rather than organized co-operation, should the direc- 
tive principle economic life. 


Father Cronin admits footnote that certain Catholic 
authors (e.g., the late Monsignor Ryan and Rev. Raymond 
McGowan) give different presentation the subject, 
but fail see that has disproved their interpretation 
the encyclical. repeat that, best, has merely 
restated and reemphasized the difficulties. has not, 
opinion, disproved the soundness the theory itself. 


have certain other less important objections the book, 
some which hinge this central problem the role 
competition. cannot, for example, share the enthusi- 
asm Father Cronin for Hayek and for Eric Johnston and 
Paul Hoffman. these men have their merits, but 
cannot see that any them thinking yet terms 
the full encyclical program for reconstruction (not 
merely reform) modern economic life. 


conclusion, perhaps may said without unfairness 
that Father Cronin (like the rest us) has yet recon- 
cile economics with social philosophy. repeatedly 
warns the social philosopher and the social reformer that 
facts are facts and that who flies the face facts 
neither good philosopher nor effective reformer. Per- 
haps the warning timely and But the chas- 
tened reformer can legitimately reply that all the technical 
facts the world cannot change the social nature man. 
And the social nature man implies something more 
than protective and remedial legislation and similar re- 
forms. implies complete reconstruction economic 
life according the directive principle organized co- 
operation for the common good. 


may beg the question, will hazard the opinion that 
economic life were reconstructed according all 
the implication Quadragesimo Anno, would have 
more resemblance the dreams Hayek than the 
statism which Father Cronin and Hayek rightfully fear 
and abhor. 

Rev. George Higgins, 

Washington, 
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Thane, Elswyth. Ever After. Duell, Pearce and Sloan. 


Oct. 1945. 334p. $2.75. 


uneven novel which background and setting are 
superior plot and characterization. The author the 
entertaining and successful Tudor Wench here offers 
third volume her series war correspondents, this 
time detailing chiefly the experiences Bracken Murray, 
son Cabot Murray (vide Yankee Stranger) and great- 
great-grandson Julian Day (of Dawn’s ex- 
periences which his father’s generation plays part 
the young people his own. 


When the traditional Christmas party Williamsburg, 
1896, the family told that Bracken’s Austrian wife 
has left him, plans are made for the 26-year old news- 
paperman manage his father’s office London, and for 
his Aunt Susannah Day accompany him and his sister 
Virginia who presented court. England, they 
purchase the ancestral home the Cotswolds where 
Bracken meets and falls love with Lady Dinah, 16-year 
old daughter neighbor, and Virginia duplicates his 
performance with younger son the same house. 


Meantime, the New York office takes young cousin, 
music-loving Fitzhugh Sprague. the course the 
latter’s hunt for news, rescues friendless music hall 
singer from minor hoodlum, later writes songs and 
opera for her and eventually marries her with the family 
blessing. When the Cuban war breaks out, both Bracken 
and Fitzhugh are sent the scene, and before the Spanish 
capitulation the former wounded and the latter comes 
down with malaria. 


The war ended, Bracken returns England institute 
divorce proceedings and there learns that his long-absent 
wife destitute and scheming return him. Since 
English divorce laws forbid any overt interest another 
woman the part the plaintiff, inevitable that 
Dinah’s family should take this moment turn heavy- 
handed and forbid her see him, thus sending her im- 
mediately his apartment. The convenient murder 
the erring wife solves the divorce difficulty, but unfor- 
tunately Bracken charged with the crime. Though 
Dinah’s presence his rooms provides him with alibi 
and though the reason for reticence longer exists, 
chivalry forbids his implicating the young girl revealing 
her visit him. This leaves only Scotland Yard solve 
the murder, and usual Scotland Yard comes through. 


The political and social scenes are highly interesting and 
well-written—Queen Victoria’s Jubilee celebration, the 
court presentation, the reporters’ New 
York milieu around stage door, Bowery and newspaper 
offices. World War readers, the Spanish-American 
war background seems very modern and almost familiar, 
but the scenes remain detached and remote from the 
action which the characters take part. There some 
good reporting foreign correspondents: this part the 
book: reminds one collateral reading for the history 
assignment—good history, selected with discrimination 
enlighten the reader, but never touching the characters 
whose lives are projected against it. Famous war cor- 
respondents the time are mentioned name, and occa- 
sionally their outstanding articles are referred quoted 
part. the political reporting both the Spanish 
episode and the approaching World War however, 
considerable hindsight the part the author offered 
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foresight the part Bracken and his father sizing 
the crises and summing the character the 
German people. 


For serious novel, the plot shopworn, and the char- 
acters reveal too much the stock box from which they 
were drawn. result the story unconvincing 
spite its accurate social and historical data, and spite 
what must have been honest and diligent search for 


those data. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Botkin, A., (Editor). Lay Burden Down. Univer- 
sity Chicago Press. Nov. 26, 1945. 286p. $3.50. 


Ben Botkin, compiler that admirable collection, 
Treasury American Folklore, has the present volume 
assembled selection excerpts and complete narratives 
from the Slave Narrative Collection the Federal 
Writers’ Project, and grouped them under five general 
heads and twenty sub-sections. has prefixed each 
general division short, but informative, essay, and opened 
the volume with Preface and Introduction which 
reader who desires properly evaluate the book’s con- 
tents should venture skip. 


The material Mr. Botkin’s disposal was gathered 
interviews with ex-slaves employes the Federal Emer- 
gency Relief Administration, the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration and the Federal Writers’ Project, 
eleven Southern states and also Indiana, Kansas, Ken- 
tucky, Maryland, Missouri, Ohio and Oklahoma, during 
the years 1935 1939. 


The final result was 10,000 manuscript pages which Mr. 
Botkin has boiled down for publication purposes into 
something over one-twentieth that bulk, embodying 292 
narratives whole (more often) part. 


This attempt recreate vision life the pre-Civil 
War South seen through the eyes surviving ex-slaves 
labors under sufficiently great handicaps, Mr. Botkin 
frankly acknowledges his Introduction. Men and 
women old enough remember happenings and 
more years back must many cases more less 
mentally feeble. Apart from that, such great lapse 
time almost necessarily impairs, colors, changes remem- 
brances things past. And, finally, allowance has 
made for the interviewer’s possible prejudices and the 
interviewed’s not improbable desire please. 
are very apt have the present volume more 
what the ex-slave now thinks thought slavery 
than clear reminiscence and accurate report 
them. 


Nevertheless, the collection valuable and represents 
genuine contribution American social history. Thanks 
its editor’s discerning work, the intelligent reader 
Lay Burden Down ought able gain pretty 
fair idea what slavery meant the American Negro. 


The selections here published cover wide range. There 
are folk stories and “conjure” stories and ghost stories. 
There are anecdotes about going church and about 
stealing; about outwitting masters and about running 
away; about plantation life with its joys 
about the Civil War and how freedom came; about Re- 
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construction days and the Klux Klan. And there are 
the simple statements venerable Negroes how the 
present days alleged freedom compare with the times 
“before the war”. 


the general public, Lay Burden Down will have 
little the appeal made American Folklore; for, often, 
its tales are crude, its anecdotes not very interesting and 
its humor either childish pointless. But the reader 
who reads learn and who does not make entertainment 
first requisite will cherish Lay Burden 
Down for the light throws not much political 
history the evolution Negro mentality and the 
sources present-day racial tensions. may recom- 
mended adults studious turn mind. 


Lay Burden Down illustrated with eight pages 
photographs, and has fourteen page list the in- 
formants and interviewers from whom its materials came. 
There index. 

Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


Horan, Kenneth. Papa Went Congress. Doubleday. 


Jan. 10, 1946. 206p. $2.00. 


Mrs. Horan’s latest contribution drawn from the files 
her family history and given childseye view 
her family’s career Washington when Papa was elected 
Republican congressman from Michigan during the 
first Cleveland administration. silver-tongued orator 
Papa was elected the single plank Rural Free De- 
livery for the farmers. him Washington traveled 
Mama whose waist was the smallest Michigan and 
whose ambition for “social was the greatest the 
country. Papa never succeeded getting Rural Free 
Delivery but Mama certainly made her mark society 
with the aid the profits from Papa’s advertisement- 
filled newspaper. The two children, Kathie and Kenneth, 
were the party were Aunt Sophie, militant crusader 
for woman’s suffrage, and Aunt Melonie, militant crusader 
for any eligible bachelor though already married. Aunt 
Melonie fixed her sights Grover Cleveland but after 
his marriage was content return her own Alonzo 
Michigan. Then there were Frankie, the demon boy re- 
porter, Mademoiselle, the French governess and Cot, the 
convict handyman who carries openly clandestine 
affair with Mademoiselle. All all the antics and ex- 
ploits the family are fairly hilarious and since the style 
that the late 19th century the book fairly amusing 
reading. Two incidents mar somewhat its general suit- 
ability. Melonie’s behavior her quest Cleveland and 
the implications the affair between Cot and Made- 
moiselle. These are not offensively done however and the 
book seems suitable for adult readers. 


* * * 


Shulman, Max. The Zebra Derby. Doubleday. Jan. 10, 


1946. 191p. $2.00. 


Those who are familiar with some Mr. Shulman’s 
earlier products need warning what fate 
store for them they attempt read his latest effluvious 
effusion. The cover blurb speaks “brilliant satire” 
but the only adjectives which can describe adequately 
must culled from the vocabulary the reader who 
would enjoy it—screwball, zany, crackpot—in brief, 
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masquerades humor and makes its appeal that basis 
but with scarce iota right that classification. 


Written onomatopoeic pace the book deals with the 
return one Asa Hearthrug from the war. quickly 
leaves his home the farm search the brave new 
world which has been promised and which his 
executive order and without effort. Before going 
Minneapolis search his fortune visits the knoll 
whereon dreams the girl his dreams, Lodestone 
Toole. the city quickly falls into the clutches 
Alaric, the get-rich-quick schemer, who denudes Asa 
all ready cash series phony ventures. From them 
Asa passes into the hands the Communists, especially 
the readily available Yetta Samovar but soon abandons 
the collectivist experiment. Then the veterans organi- 
zations, the federal counselling bureaus and college 
from whence home the farm and Lodestone Toole 
her knoll. 


With the main theme the book there can little 
quarrel. Much what Mr. Shulman says undoubtedly 
true and many veteran will find himself shunted from 
bureaucratic pillar utopian post before settles down 
and works out his own salvation. Occasionally the satire 
sufficiently pointed and barbed lay bare vulnerable 
spot our armor but mostly merely smashing and 
brutal and over obvious. the method presentation 
are found the major and disqualifying defects the book. 
Obscenity, vulgarity, profanity and 
ences abound (pp. 32, 43, 72, 78, 79, 91, 99, 123, 130-141) 
and the whole tone the book extremely offensive with 
regard matters sexual. Needless say the book 
suitable for class reader. 


Crime Club---January Selection 


Coles, Manning. The Fifth Man. Doubleday. Jan. 10, 
1946. 256p. $2.00. 


When Donald Adams the New York Times Book 
Review Supplement threw down his gauntlet some weeks 
past today’s writers adventure stories, challenging 
them equal the bright briny excellence John Buchan, 
seems not have realized that English writing pair, 
Anne Manning and Cyril Cole, had taken this par- 
ticular défi years back. With The Fifth Man, their 
seventh essay the Stevensonian acre high emprise 
and the sixth installment the braw cycle Thomas 
Elphinstone Hambledon, becomes increasingly apparent 
that they and, another way, Neville Shute, possess the 
field pure romance alone. Eric Ambler and Peter 
Cheyney play the spy game with comparable dexterity, 
but with scant deference the paladin ideal Saint 
George versus the Dragon that remains the normal motif 
Western romance; and Graham Greene, the sheerest 
talent the lot, fights grimmer war, even, than the 
struggle against the Nazi firedrake—a conflict against the 
Augustinian Urwurm man’s fallen nature. 


Tommy Hambledon continues the central figure the 
Coles’ jaunty Round Table British Intelligence; but 
new knight, Anthony Colemore, rum-running escaped 
convict from Maidstone Prison, raffish son philologian 
father who bequeathed his scholarly gift for tongues 
irrepressible heir, runs interference for his now middle- 
aged chief. The tale begins those British coastal coves 
and lanes that have afforded fine covert for intrigue long 
centuries before the coming German submarines with 
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their rubber dinghies: for the Admiral Benbow pirates 
Treasure Island and the smuggling gentry Guy Manner- 
ing and Denis Duval. ends, after gripping flashbacks 
war-time Flushing and Berlin, the sub-cellar the 
sinister hideout Willowmore Road, London. There 
love interest, which for one not regret; for those 
who do, however, counterbalancing attraction, among 
the villains one those fascinating fat men who are all 
the fashion now contemporary roguery, reversing the 
Shakespearean mode Falstaff fat, but Cassius and 
lean. The dialogue, usual, retains the staple Shavian 
wit familiar the followers the Coles. 


England last sinking into the Spenglerian night 
that whelmed the Viking North, her well-wishers some- 
times fear and her enemies chronically hope. She for- 
tunate having exportable commodity, like Nor- 
way’s ski equipment and Switzerland’s music boxes, the 
neatly carpentered story espionage. would 
ironic but not unseemly destiny for the nation whose In- 
dustrial Revolution first slew the fairies remain the 
last island citadel romance; and this despite Labor 
Government and land and bank nationalization. Maybe 
Britain really Avalon and Arthur never actually left it. 
Every rightly-disposed male who remembers with joy the 
Malorian themes can refurbish his knight-errant reflexes 
with the crisp prose values and narrative vividness 


the Coles. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Pratt, Fletcher. Night Work. The Story Task Force 
39. Holt. Jan. 1946. 267p. $3.00. 


January 1943 the war Europe was still paramount 
importance and the battles the Pacific consequently 
took back seat insofar men and materials were con- 
cerned. The Pacific expansion the Nips had indeed 
been checked, Guadalcanal had been taken and Nimitz 
with his cohorts was already planning the strokes 
delivered the Central Pacific. But still the Southern 
and Southwestern Pacific commands were operating with 
too little and were mainly concerned with checking the 
Japs from overrunning our developing bases and with 
hammering their own network bases the Central and 
Northern Solomons. about this period and this work 
that bearded Fletcher Pratt writes Night Work. Ever 
since our invasion Guadalcanal the Japs had been send- 
ing the “Tokyo Express” down the “Slot” for night at- 
tacks. oppose their cruisers and destroyers, battle- 
wagons could not risked and our own land and carrier 
based aircraft was not strong enough for the job. That 
meant the use cruisers and destroyers. But precisely 
those fields were weakest since had lost heavily 
the Pacific, were only beginning our famous building 
program and needed what had for convoy duty the 
Atlantic where the submarine menace was ominous. 
Bull Halsey grouped his cruisers into two divisions, 
Crudivs and 12, under Ainsworth and Merrill. 
12, later Task Force 39, was new unit, untrained and 
unprepared for action. Rear Admiral “Tip” Merrill 
trained them grandly and carried them through the 
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perilous months nightly duty. Torpedo plane attacks, 
submarines, surface actions with the “Tokyo 
all these “Tip” Merrill did not lose ship. 
thwarted every Japanese attempt, supported our own at- 
tacks Jap bases, and all with consummate finesse 
strategy and tactics that mazed the Jap High Command 
and forced the Nips ever backward. was brilliant 
accomplishment and Fletcher Pratt has achieved equal 
brilliancy recording it. tells plans and person- 
alities men and ships and strategy, problems and 
battles, the whole masterly naval action whereby the 
Japs were smashed the “Slot”. This book will appeal 
those whose interests are naval for essence naval 
history with its photographs and battle diagrams but 
also suitable for the general adult reader who wishes 
learn the campaign question. 


* * * 


Edwards, J., This Night Called Day. Bruce. 
Dec. 30, 1945. 220p. $2.00. 


This the story great happiness turned into sorrow, 
life broken mental suffering gradually rebuilt into 
normal one. When Dr. Gayle Wade married Marilyn 
Cameron the couple reached peak happiness that 
seemed out this world. Then within few years 
Marilyn was struck with severe case asthma that 
caused her sudden death and brought instant despair 
Gayle. With the advice Father Paul Hutchinson, and 
aided his example, Gayle gradually recovers normalcy 
and finds his sister-in-law, Ruth Cameron, the succes- 
sor Marilyn. The literary machinery creaks times, 
notably through the device three miraculous appear- 
ances his dead wife’s favorite and unique perfume 
moments when Gayle was about act way harmful 
himself his infant son Bucky. Despite its lack 
depth, the novel treats the problem suffering 
acceptable manner. should interest any reader from 
the high school level and up. 
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